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Analysis: 2015-16 Victorian Budget

$148 million 
Camps, Sports and 
Excursions Fund.

A significant boost for 
parks facilities and 

maintenance...

...though a sizable 
backlog in park facilities 
maintenance remains.

 

The largest new Victorian government expenditure related to the outdoors is a 
$148 million Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund. The fund will operate through 
payments to individual schools based on the number of disadvantaged 
students at the schools: $125 per primary school student and $225 per 
secondary school student.

Individual schools, in consultation with parents, will have broad discretion as to 
the specific use of the funding, provided it fits the broad categories of camps, 
sports and excursions. 

The funding will make it easier for disadvantaged students to access camps 
and other outdoor activities, where a school makes those opportunities 
available. However, it remains to be seen how much the fund actually leads to 
an increase in outdoor program demand, availability and participation. In 
particular, there is a risk that the funding may simply displace other funding 
that schools are currently dedicating to supporting excursions for disadvan-
taged students.

The fund can be accessed by schools beginning in term 3, 2015. 

The budget also delivers on a range of election commitments related to parks 
infrastructure, facilities and maintenance. Over the next four years, these 
include:
   • $19 million for the Grampians Peak Trail. This major investment will create 
a world-class 13-day walk running the full length of the Grampians. Critically, 
the planning includes not only the trail itself, but support for associated 
economic development opportunities in the communities around the park.
   • the new Canadien State Park on former plantation land and state forest in 
Ballarat, including walking and bike trails and other facilities.
   • completion of the Harcourt Mountain Bike Trail.
   • scoping of the Wandong/Wallan/Heathcote Rail Trail.   
   • $12 million for construction of a recreation and boating precinct at 
Portarlington, including a breakwater and berthing facilities.
   • a general $11 million boost for Parks Victoria, to be used for priority 
facilities and infrastructure. This funding is twice that committed during last 
year’s election, and so is better than expected. 

Remedying the backlog of maintenance at Parks Victoria will likely require 
higher funding levels, however. It is noteworthy that next year’s target for the 
percentage of recreation facilities with a lifespan of more than five years is still 
just 60%, unchanged from last year. This means the new funding will help 
address the most dilapidated facilities, but there is no projected overall 
reduction in the percentage of campground and other facilities that are near the 
end of their life.
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The 2015/16 Victorian budget delivers on a range of election commitments related 
to the outdoors, including a range of parks investments, the Camps, Sports and 
Excursions Fund, and a recreational fishing package. The budget is an impressive 
start towards more ambitious investment in outdoors infrastructure and program-
ming.
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Delivery of recreational 
fishing package.

Support for community 
programs.

Increased funding for 
TAFEs, regional develop-
ment, major events and 
social services creates 

further opportunities for 
outdoor organisations.

The 2015/16 budget includes the recreational fishing package committed to 
during the election campaign, as part of the “Target One Million” policy. This 
package includes funding to phase out commercial netting in Port Philip and 
Corio Bays, improve recreational fishing facilities, restocking, and programmatic 
funding for children and clubs.

Finally, the budget includes a range of other expenditures relevant to the 
outdoors community, including:

   • $9 million for “SunSmart”, which funds programs and improved shading at 
parks, beaches and other facilities to reduce skin cancer risks. This funding 
should help improve amenity at some high visitation places.

   • $14 million for Sport and Recreation Victoria’s “Active Communities” 
program, which includes “Ride2School”, “Active April”, and a range of support 
to sporting clubs and associations.

   • $5 million to Life Saving Victoria for for redevelopment of two clubhouses.

   • Some investments in river and wetland health relevant to the outdoor 
community, including $3 million to replenish the Thompson River and $2.5 
million to improve the condition of the Gippsland Lakes.

More broadly, the budget opens up some opportunities, depending on imple-
mentation and on how proactive the outdoor community approaches these 
policies. These including the following:

   • A sizeable investment in TAFEs. This should alleviate some of the funding 
pressure on outdoor recreation programs, and potentially allows for improve-
ments in program delivery.

   • A total of $500 million in regional development funds. While some of this is 
already allocated, a significant proportion remains open to well-crafted 
proposals for investment in outdoor industries, events and infrastructure.

   • A $80 million major events fund, which again could be used to support 
major outdoor events.

   • Funding for a variety of social services, particularly for children in 
out-of-home care. This funding may be of interest to outdoor activity providers 
who are equipped to deliver programs for special needs groups, including at risk 
children, people with mental or physical illness or disability, etc.

On the whole, the 2015/16 budget includes a significant boost to helping get 
more people outdoors more often, experiencing nature in Victoria’s great 
outdoors. 

With these investments in place, the outdoors community has the opportunity 
to start building towards further ambitious investments and programming in the 
years to come. 
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