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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Outdoors Victoria (OV) team delivered a program of activities to support and

advocate for the outdoors industry and its related sectors. This year after a rough couple

of  COVID-19 years, we were able to host our Outdoors Victoria Conference, providing the

best professional development opportunities for more than 200 outdoor educators and

teachers, outdoor activity providers and members of the sector.

Outdoors Victoria supported the Victorian Government initiative "Positive Start" which

has so far engaged thousands of primary and secondary students to go on journey-

based camps and boost their physical and emotional health and well-being and we

look forward to thousands more students going on journey-based camps through to

Term 2, 2023. 

With support from Sport and Recreation Victoria, OV was able to provide expert advice

to government reference groups, work in partnership with other Victorian activity peaks

with the joint goal to get more Victorians active across sport and recreation and work

with outdoor specialists to provide safety guidance for outdoor activity operators.

Additionally, we supported their Together More Active program through the promotion

of careers in the outdoors where we had the opportunity to promote them to 48,000

thousand visitors during the 3 main career expos across the State. Also, we have been

working in partnership with 20+ disability-related organisations to produce a toolkit for

outdoor activity providers to increase the participation of people living with physical

disabilities in the outdoors

This year we also did achieve forming the Climbing Victoria Advisory Council (CVAC) to

work on a future governance framework for the climbing community in Victoria,

launching further Teacher Toolkits for Outdoor Learning now totalling 20  and

continued with our adult outdoor learning program “Nature Stewards” - an

environmental learning and activities program with assistance from State and local

governments partners, VNPA and FNCV. 

A year in review



KEY ITEMS IN FY 2021-2022

At its core, the organisation works to establish the industry as a

connected, vibrant and valued profession that delivers improved

health, well-being and education outcomes for all Victorians, and

strong environmental and economic benefits across the state.

Outdoors Victoria advocates for and supports a sustainable and

respectful outdoor education and outdoor recreation sector, with

the positive outcome of getting more Victorians active in the

outdoors. We are an independent, not-for-profit and work

effectively across a broad stakeholder base including community

groups, businesses, education institutions, and other sector entities

and government agencies.

Outdoors Victoria is the
peak body representing the
Victorian outdoors industry

WHO ARE OUTDOORS VICTORIA?

Positive Start - Journey-based camps
Outdoors Victoria is currently leading the journey-based component

of this Victorian Government initiative seeking to re-engage primary

and secondary students and boost their physical and emotional

health and well-being in the wake of the coronavirus pandemic.

 

Disability and Inclusion
We are developing a resource for all outdoor activity providers to

enable an increase in outdoor recreation activities offered to people

living with physical disabilities.

 

Careers in the Outdoors
We promote the available careers and qualification pathways to

jobs in the outdoors to ensure there are enough skilled workers for

the outdoors sector.

 

Outdoor Learning Toolkits for Teachers.
Outdoors Victoria (OV) advocates and supports outdoor learning as

an important teaching method by using the outdoors in everyday

classes. From the early years to the tertiary level, we have developed

plenty of Toolkits for teachers to increase their confidence in taking

students into the outdoors across various curriculum focus areas.



OV supporting the industry given provisions of the new
Victorian Government TOIL for camps.

Outdoors Victoria is working to support teachers taking students

on camps and Outdoor Education, as well as outdoor activity

providers/camp operators and advocating for these parts of the

outdoors sector.

OV actively works as part of the Climbing Victoria Advisory
Council (CVAC)
 
Representatives from eight climbing and reconciliation

organisations have been working together to address the need for

a peak body that represents the diverse voices of the Victorian

outdoor climbing community.

As part of this group, we have been doing some groundwork over

the past year to establish a framework for effective and

meaningful representation of the outdoor community with

clearly defined boundaries, objectives and environmental and

cultural values.

Outdoors Victoria Digital Series
 
OV produced a series of online live sessions occurring during

lockdowns with the idea of connecting our sector while raising

awareness of important topics such as mental health, well-being

and diversity and inclusion in the outdoors.

The Outdoors Victoria (OV) Conference 

This is the largest annual outdoor sector conference

in Australia. After a couple of years in lockdown, we

were able to host this amazing professional learning

opportunity. With more than 200 attendees and 30

presentations from a great lineup of speakers, so

much knowledge was shared within the 4 streams

that we had this year: Education and Outdoor

Learning, Health and well-being, Businesses and Not-

for-profits, and Nature and Climate.
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Staff, Resources and Financial Position

The Chief Executive Officer for the reporting period was Mr Andrew Knight and with his

team and support from the Board, has set up a number of activities that continue to

build upon the positive impact of a high-functioning organisation. Outdoors Victoria

had a total of nine staff (6.8 FTE) at the end of the reporting period. 

Outdoors Victoria measures its performance using a range of qualitative and

quantitative measures, including those designed to gauge financial performance and

sustainability; effectiveness and reach of communications and advocacy; the usefulness

to our community of our events and publications; and successful outcomes in terms of

policy, research and resource development. Outdoors Victoria secured $250,000+ in

funding from Sport and Recreation Victoria for operations during 2020-21 thanks in part

to their COVID support funds and includes a number of new projects and initiatives

which will be communicated in the coming months via the monthly newsletter to our

2,400+ subscribers. 

Outdoors Victoria receives funding from Federal, State and local government grants,

private sponsorships, event registrations and sponsorships, affiliate memberships, and

the rental of five sub-tenancies. The company can report a surplus/profit of $197,704

with total equity of $267,837 as of the end of the 2021-2022 reporting period. 

The Directors are confident that Outdoors Victoria is in a sound financial position and

are working to further diversify and strengthen revenue for the long term. Board

member Richard Thornton is Chair and he passed the Deputy Chair duties to Bernie

Mills in June 2022 and continues serving in that role.



Outdoors Victoria Directors

The names of each director of Outdoors Victoria during any portion of the period

covered by this report and their attendance at meetings during their period of service is

as follows:

Name                            Date appointed                End date              Meeting attendance 
                                                                                                                        (actual / eligible)

Steve McMurtrie              30 Oct 2013               Retired 20 Nov 2021                    3 / 3
(outgoing Chair) 

Sandy Allen-Craig            24 Nov 2017                    Ongoing                                   5 / 6

Mark Collard                     27 Nov 2015               Retired 20 Nov 2021                    3 / 3

Amber Gardner                27 Apr 2016                     Ongoing                                  4 / 6

Anthony Hall                     30 Oct 2013               Retired 20 Nov 2021                    2 / 3

Reegan Key                       24 Nov 2017                    Ongoing                                   5 / 6

Michael Naismith             30 Oct 2013                Retired 20 Nov 2021                   3 / 3

Richard Thornton             24 Nov 2017                    Ongoing                                   6 / 6
(incoming Chair)

Alison Bristow                   12 Aug 2021                     Ongoing                                   6 / 6

Bernie Mills                        12 Aug 2021                    Ongoing                                    6 / 6

Josh Ambrosy                    12 Aug 2021                    Ongoing                                    6 / 6

Each director is currently employed in a role of senior leadership within the outdoors

community, and/or has held such a position for a significant period in their career,

and/or has particular skills needed by Outdoors Victoria. Further details of each director

are available at www.outdoorsvictoria.org.au

Auditor’s Report 
The auditor’s report for the reporting period has been received and signed in

accordance with a resolution of the Board of Directors and submitted to ASIC.

https://www.outdoorsvictoria.org.au/


CONTACT US

www.outdoorsvictoria.org.au
 

Andrew Knight
ceo@outdoorsvictoria.org.au

P: +61 0437 452 456
 

Outdoors Victoria would respectfully like to acknowledge the Traditional
Owners, their Elders past and present, for the important role Indigenous
people continue to play in Victoria and most especially on the land and
waters used for outdoor education and recreation.
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