CAREERS IN THE OUTDOORS
A QUICK GUIDE FOR CAREER

EXPO REPRESENTATIVES & OES
CLASSROOMS TEACHERS

Why this matters?

Outdoors Victoria (OV), as the peak
representative body for outdoor education
and outdoor recreation in Victoria, OV plays

an active role in promoting careers in the
outdoors. This work supports current and
future workforce needs across the sector,
benefits OV stakeholders, and helps young
people discover career pathways that are
often not front of mind in schools.
Through major career expos, community-
run events, and school-based activities, OV
connects students (Years 9-12), school
leavers, and career changers with real
people working and studying in the outdoor
sector.

A WHAT CAREERS EXIST IN THE OUTDOORS?
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Who this info sheet is for?
This resource is designed for:
Representatives attending career
expos and school events
Career Councillors
University and TAFE staff
Outdoor activity providers and
employers
Current students and early-
career professionals
OES teachers to use as a
classroom discussion resource

Careers in the outdoors are broad, varied, and often combine multiple skills. They
include roles in:

e Outdoor Education - schools, camps, alternative education settings

e Outdoor Recreation & Guiding - climbing, paddling, bushwalking, snowsports,

surfing etc

e Parks, Land & Conservation - ranger work, environmental management
e Adventure & Tourism - tour operations, expeditions, eco-tourism
e Therapeutic and Wellbeing roles - Bush Adventure therapists, Nature based

youth at Risk

e Training & Education - TAFEs, RTOs, universities
e Leadership, Safety & Operations — program coordination, risk management,

logistics

Many people work across several of these areas over their careers.

RESOURCES FOR TEACHERS AV

e Lesson Plans Year 11 & 12

e Lesson Plans Year 9 & 10

e Lesson Plans Year7 & 8

e On-Demand Outdoor Learning Modules
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e On Demand Outdoor Education Studies Proffessional Learning modules
e Free Tafe/University incursion/excursion opportunity for a VCE OES Class
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COMMON PATHWAYS INTO THE SECTOR

There is no single ‘right’ pathway. People often enter the sector through:

e VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies (OES)

e Certificate IlI-1V qualifications (Outdoor Recreation, Sport & Recreation)

e Diplomas and Advanced Diplomas in Outdoor Leadership

e University degrees (Outdoor Education, Masters of Teaching,
Environmental Science, Sport & Rec)

e Seasonal work, volunteering, or traineeships

e Skills gained through clubs, community groups, and personal outdoor
pursuits- Qualified by Log books

e Experience, attitude, and people skills are just as important as formal
qualifications.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Q: Do | have to be super fit or elite at outdoor activities?
A: No. A reasonable level of fitness helps, but enthusiasm, people skills, and willingness to
learn matter more.

Q: Is there year-round work?
A: Yes, though some roles are seasonal. Many people combine roles or progress into
coordination, teaching, or management positions.

Q: Can this be a long-term career?
A: Absolutely. The sector includes entry-level roles through to highly experienced leadership,
education, and management positions.

Q: What subjects should | choose at school?

A: OES is a great start, along with subjects that build communication, leadership, science,
environmental sustainability or business skills.

TIPS FOR EXPO REPRESENTATIVES

Share your own pathway - it doesn’t have to
be linear

Be honest about challenges as well as
rewards

Encourage students to try things, ask
questions, and gain experience

Emphasise that careers can evolve over time
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