
TRAINING PATHWAYS
A QUICK GUIDE REGARDING COURSES
AND TRAINING PATHWAYS TO GET YOU
INTO A CAREER IN THE OUTDOORS

A Quick Guide for School Leavers

Working in outdoor education or outdoor recreation can lead to
careers such as outdoor instructor, environmental educator, outdoor
guide, park ranger, school camp leader or outdoor education teacher.

✔ TAFE courses are practical and skills-focused, often leading quickly into industry
work.

✔ University degrees provide broader education and may lead to teaching or
leadership roles.

✔ Many people combine pathways, for example:
Cert IV Outdoor Leadership → work in industry → later complete a degree

Environmental Science degree → Master of Teaching → Outdoor Education teacher

Tips for Choosing a Pathway

Vocational training (TAFE) University degrees Work experience and
short courses that build

toward qualifications

There are three main pathways into the sector:

University Courses (Degree Pathway)

Courses:
Bachelor of Outdoor
Leadership
Bachelor of Outdoor Education
& Environmental Science

Duration: 3 years
ATAR: No minimum ATAR listed
(selection based on overall
application)

Course summary:
 Combines outdoor leadership skills,
environmental studies and experiential
learning. Students participate in
fieldwork, expeditions and industry
placements.
Career outcomes:
 Outdoor educator, adventure tourism
guide, environmental educator.



Courses:
Bachelor of Sport, Physical
and Outdoor Education

Duration: 3–4 years
ATAR: Varies depending on
course.

Course summary:
 Students develop skills to plan and
teach outdoor activities and deliver
learning in outdoor environments as
part of education programs. 
Career outcomes:
 Outdoor education teacher,
environmental education teacher.

University: La Trobe University
(Bendigo)
Course:

 Bachelor of Outdoor and
Sustainability Education

Duration: 3 years
Indicative ATAR: ~59

Course summary:
 Focuses on outdoor learning,
sustainability and environmental
education through field-based learning
and expeditions.
Career outcomes:
 Outdoor educator, environmental
educator, park ranger, sustainability
educator.

Vocational training (TAFE)

Formally GoTafe & Wodonga Tafe
Northern Victorian Institute of
Tafe
Course: 

Certificate IV in Outdoor
Leadership

 Duration: ~10 months full-time
 ATAR: Not required

Course summary:
 Develops practical skills to plan and lead
outdoor adventure activities such as
bushwalking, canoeing and abseiling,
with a strong focus on safety, risk
management and group leadership. 
Career outcomes:
 Outdoor instructor, adventure guide,
outdoor education leader.

Box Hill Institute (Lilydale Campus)
Courses:

Certificate II in Outdoor Recreation
Certificate IV in Outdoor Leadership

Duration:
 ~1 year full-time
ATAR: Not required

Course summary:
 Practical outdoor recreation
training focusing on leadership,
activity instruction and managing
outdoor programs.

Holmesglen Tafe Courses:
Certificate IV in Outdoor
Leadership
Diploma of Outdoor Leadership

Duration:
 Certificate IV: ~10 months
 Diploma: ~1–2 years
ATAR: Not required

Course summary:
 Hands-on training to design, lead and
manage outdoor adventure programs
across environments such as
bushland, rivers and alpine areas. 
Typical career outcomes:
Outdoor instructor, expedition leader,
outdoor program coordinator.

https://www.federation.edu.au/courses/dso5-bachelor-of-sport-physical-and-outdoor-education/
https://www.federation.edu.au/courses/dso5-bachelor-of-sport-physical-and-outdoor-education/
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